Fatal complication from central venous cannulation in a paediatric liver transplant patient.
We report a fatal complication from central venous cannulation in a child undergoing heterotropic liver transplantation. Following the attempted placement of a cannula in the left internal jugular vein, extravasation of blood products via the cannula resulted in haemothorax, hypotension and eventual brain death. Possible causes and strategies for prevention of this complication are discussed.